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COLLABORATION AGREEMENTS 
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The framework agreement between the University of Hassan I in Settat, Morocco, and the Euro-Arab 
Foundation was signed on February, 19, by both the President of the University, Ahmed Mejmeddine, 
and the Executive Secretary of the Euro-Arab Foundation, Inmaculada Marrero Rocha.  

The agreement was signed following the contacts held between both institutions during the year 2014. It aims 
mainly to promote and favor development and promotion of mutual collaboration in the fields of training and 
research; promotion of knowledge by means of cultural activities that include carrying out projects of scientific 
and technical character; organizing scientific and cultural events of common interest for both institutions; ex-
change of information, publications and of researchers, as well, between both countries. The agreement also 
planned to create a scholarships exchange office dedicated to conduct research improvement stays in both 
countries, Spain and Morocco, organized for teaching and administrative staff, as well as students.  

On February, 20, the Director of the Andalusian 
Centre of Studies and Dialogue of Civilizations in 
Rabat, Abdeluahed Akmir, and the Executive Sec-
retary of the Euro-Arab Foundation, Inmaculada 
Marrero Rocha, signed in Rabat a framework col-
laboration agreement regarding their joint work in 
the field of Dialogue of Civilizations,    specifically 
regarding Euro-Arab sociocultural and scientific 
issues.  

The activities taking place under the agreements set 
forth in this framework constitute of cooperation 
in programs related to training, social promotion 
and research in Andalusi culture. 

The Euro-Arab Foundation and the Andalusian Centre of  
Studies sign a Joint Action Agreement in Casablanca 

Framework Agreement with the University of  Hassan I  
in Settat, Morocco 
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Agreement with the Royal Institute of  the  
Amazigh Culture, Morocco 

The Euro-Arab Foundation and the Faculty of Arts and Human 
Sciences of the University of Agadir, Morocco, signed on June, 
24, a collaboration agreement regarding the development of dif-
ferent actions within the framework of the International Chair of 
Amazigh Culture. The agreement, signed by both the Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences of the University of Agadir, Ah-
med Belkadi, and the Cooperation Manager of the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion, Hassan Laaguir, took place within the framework of the Interna-
tional Colloquium Amazigh University Studies, held on 24 and 25 July in 

the Moroccan city, Tiznit. During the colloquium, where participants discussed the situation of Berber studies 
in the European and North African universities, Laaguir, took the chance and presented the Euro-Arab Foun-
dation's International Chair of Amazigh Culture. 

Collaboration Agreement with the Faculty of  Arts  
and Human Sciences of  Agadir, Morocco 

On June, 9, the Euro-Arab Foundation and the 
Royal Institute of the Amazigh Culture of Morocco, 
IRCAM, signed a collaboration agreement of joint 
actions within the framework of the line the Euro-
Arab Foundation defined since 2013 regarding sup-
porting, promoting and researching in the Amazigh 
Culture.  
Aiming to consolidate the International Chair of 
Amazigh Culture, the Euro-Arab Foundation has estab-
lished exchange and collaboration relations with differ-
ent institutions from North African countries (Morocco, 
Algeria and Libya) and France. In that sense, the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Euro-Arab Foundation, Inmaculada Marrero Rocha, carried out several work meetings 
with Ahmed Boukous, President of the Royal Institute of Amazigh Culture in Rabat, Morocco, which resulted 
in the signing of the partnership agreement between both institutions in Granada.  
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Agreement with the Haut Commisariat  
à l´Amazighité  of  Algeria 

Representatives from the 
Euro-Arab Foundation and 
the Haut Commisariat à 
l´Amazighité reporting di-
rectly to the Presidency of 
the Republic of Algeria, 
Inmaculada Marrero Rocha 
and Si El Hachemi Assad 
respectively, signed on Sep-
tember, 3, a cooperation 
agreement framework re-
garding the development of 
actions within the frame-
work of the Amazigh cul-
ture. 

The collaboration agree-
ment was signed at the Na-
tional Library of Algiers, in 
presence of local authori-
ties of the country as well 
as local and national mass 
media. 

The agreement aims at 
constructing a partnership 
that allows the creation of 
networks of experts and 
researchers in the Amazigh 
culture, within which they 
can work the exchange, 

training, dissemination and 
transfer of that culture. 
Among the planned activi-
ties figure: publication of 
academic and research 
works; development of 
specific cultural training 
programs; artistic and liter-
ary production; translation 
and interpretation; together 
with all the possible mate-
rial that allows cultural pro-
motion. As well, the agree-
ment enhances the ex-
change of experts and re-
searchers. 
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The agreement, signed be-
tween the Euro-Arab 
Foundation and the Haut 
C o m m i s a r i a t  à 
l’Ámazighité, is part of the 
actions undertaken among 
the International Chair of 
Amazigh Culture which, in 
turn, was established in 
2014 in Granada following 
the agreement between the 
Euro-Arab and Dr. Leila 
Mezian Foundations. The 
Chair has started function-

ing this year, 2015, with an 
extensive as well as impor-
tant program in scientific 
and cultural activities, 
counting with the valuable 
support of prestigious insti-
tutions in the field, as is the 
Royal Amazigh Institute of 
Morocco and the Faculty 
of Arts and Human Sci-
ences of Agadir, with 
which the Foundation had 
signed collaboration agree-
ment frameworks. 

— The Agreement with the Haut Commisariat à l´Amazighité of Algeria, considered an 
Important Support for the Euro-Arab Foundation’s Efforts in Promoting the Amazigh Culture. 
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TRAINING 
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Máster Public Governance in Strategic 
Regions  in the World  

February witnessed the closure of the second edition of the Master Program Public 
Governance in Strategic Regions in the World, which is planned to have a third 
edition in 2016.  
This Master program, organized mutually by both the University of Granada and the Euro
-Arab Foundation, is considered a leading and innovative study initiative whose funda-
mental aim is promoting the study and research in the field of governance in strategic ar-
eas around the world.  
This Master program is eminently practical with professional objectives. A total of 60 
ECTS credits, including a final thesis, with English as the language of instruction. The 
course incorporates both in-person and online modules, combining education received 
through a web-enabled platform for the purpose with two intensive stays in Granada deal-
ing with issues of management and economic reform, as well as processes of political 
change, new technologies and elections. 



 11 

  

The Specialist Diploma 
“Diplomacy and Euro-
Arab Relations” offered 
by the University of   
Granada and the Euro-
Arab Foundation for 
Higher Studies, which 
started on October, 2015, 
will take place until 
March, 2016. 

This Specialist Diploma is 
currently the only specialist 
degree in Spain that pro-
vides the student with a 
broad and solid foundation 
in international relations in 
the Euro-Mediterranean 
Region.  It aims to pro-
mote work opportunities 
for those interested in re-
ceiving professional orien-
tation in the fields of Inter-
national Organizations, 
international civil services 
or NGOs which work in 
Europe and the Arab 
World.  

The Diploma consists of 
30 ECTS credits, divided in 
26 ECTS credits for theo-
retical and practical sub-

jects and the remaining 4 
ECTS credits are left for 
the final Thesis.  

Throughout 7 modules, the 
Diploma offers a study of 
the globalized international 
society and its legal system. 
Economic relations are also 
d i scussed ,  i nc lud ing      
International Organizations 
with operational activities 
in the Arab World.       
Furthermore, the course 
e x a m i n e s  r e g i o n a l         
international organizations      
relevant to the Mediterra-
nean Region, with special 
reference to the EU, the 
League of Arab States, the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
and the African Union. 
Analysis of history and 
contemporary politics of 
the Arab and Islamic 
worlds is conducted within 
the program as well, to-
gether with the most classi-
cal Euro-Mediterranean 
poli tical  cooperation,    
economic governance and 
UN's actions in the region, 
among other issues.  

Specialist Diploma in “Diplomacy and Euro-Arab 
Relations” 
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Euro-Arab Certificate  
on Nonprofit’s Management 

their organizations by me-
ans of developing their 
knowledge of the necessary 
changes that should be 
adopted in projects’ admi-
nistration and design, to-
gether with identifying ins-
titutional weaknesses that 
could exist within their 
organizations. 

The academic program 
offered training in all areas 
of NGOs’ activities. It  
included the usage of im-
portant tools that allow 
students to overcome any 
kind of deficiencies and 
develop their skills to res-
pond during the actions 
carried out in their commu-
nities. As well, adapt them-
selves to the current envi-
ronment of constant chan-
ge within which the work 
of NGOs lies. The course 
included three in-person 
seminars, two of which 
took place in Riyadh in 
December and March, 
2014, and the third one in 
Granada in June, 2015, 
where the ceremony of 
diplomas awarding took 
place. 

A course organized by 
the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion for Higher Studies 
and the Princess Al-
Anoud Foundation in 
Saudi Arabia. 

On June, 12, the Euro-
Arab and the Princess Al-
Anoud Foundations closed 
in Granada the first edition 
of the Euro-Arab Certificate 
on Nonprofit’s Management. 
Throughout seven months, 
the course took place in 
both cities, Riyadh and 
Granada, and was aimed 
for personnel of Nonprofit 
Organizations in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The course is part of the 
collaboration framework 
signed in 2013 between 
both foundations, the Euro
-Arab and Princess Al-
Anoud. It is aimed for both 
managerial and technical 
staff of the third sector 
organizations in Saudi Ara-
bia. Its objective is to deve-
lop students’ skills to carry 
out social projects within 
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The Euro-Arab Certifica-
te on Nonprofit’s Mana-
gement Course combi-
nes both in-person and 
online training, the later 
by means of a web-
enabled platform for this 
p u r p o s e : 
www.nonprofitcertificate
.fundea.org   

Among the in-person mo-
dule of the course, the 
third seminar imparted in 
Granada included a specific 
part dedicated to carrying 
out training practices in 
Spanish NGOs. That is, 
students had the chance to 
get to know at first hand 
the work done by the follo-
wing organizations: Cruz 
Roja, Escuela Nacional de 
Formación-Aldeas Infanti-
les SOS Spain, Cáritas Dio-
cesanas and Márgenes y 
Vínculos. The Course is 
coordinated by the Euro-
Arab Foundation’s Coope-
ration Manager, Hassan 
Laaguir. 

 

In the above image, students of the Euro-Arab Course 
during their visit to Spanish Red Cross Organization. In 
the lower one, a moment during the closing ceremony and 
diploma awarding chaired by the Vice-President of the 
University of Granada and attended by the Saudi Arabia 
Consul in Madrid, the General Director of the Council of 
the Alhambra and the Generalife, the Secretary General of 
Al-Anoud Foundation, the Executive Secretary of the 
Euro-Arab Foundation and the Academic Director of the 
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Seminar on  
“Energy Efficiency in Buildings”      

The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion, the League of Arab 
States and the Regional 
Centre for Renewable 
Energies and Energy 
Efficiency organized on 
April, 6-10, a training 
seminar on Energy Effi-
ciency for senior officials 
of Arab institutions. This 
training program, orga-
nized for Arab countries, 
has been carried out at 
the Foundation since 
2010.  
“Configuration of National 
and Regional Agendas for 
Developing Strategies and 
Politics of Energy Efficien-
cy for the Construction 
Sector” was aimed for   

senior officials and executi-
ve technicians of Arab 
countries administrations. 
The seminar served as an 
opportunity for experience 
exchange and knowledge 
transfer regarding the diffe-
rent ways of increasing 
energy sufficiency in buil-
dings.  
The training seminar was 
attended by representatives 
from nine Arab countries –
Algeria, Egypt, Jordan,  
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Mauritania, Tunisia and 
Djibouti–. Its main focus  
is on the transfer of   Euro-
pean knowledge in matters 
of energy efficiency in 
construction regarding 
planning, management, 
implementation, monito-
ring and evaluation by go-
vernments of Arab States, 
with the aim of applying 
EE codes in the different 
National Arab Plans of 
Energy Efficiency.  
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T he  In te r na t i o na l      
University of Andalusia 
celebrated on July, 20-24, 
the summer course 
“Radicalization, Jihadist 
Terrorism and Foreign 
Fighters”       offered and 
conducted by the Euro-
Arab     Foundation. 

The course, directed by the 
Executive Secretary of the 
Euro-Arab Foundation, 
Inma cu l ada  Marrero     
Rocha, was held at the 
campus of the UNIA in the 
city of Huelva. Its main 
aim was to provide       
students with the necessary 
tools and knowledge     
regarding origins, typology 
and characteristics of    
foreign fighters as actors in 
armed conflicts. The     
program analyzed radicali-
zation inspired by Jihadism, 
ideological origins, socio-
political analysis and organ-
izational structure of the 
later, together with psycho-

social keys of Islamist radi-
calization and terrorism. As 
well, the course dealt with 
the policies of deradicaliza-
tion and fight against    
jihadist terrorism among 
the European Union.    
Professors and experts in 
the issue participated in the 
course, as well as former 
fighters in Syria and Libya 
and representatives from 
Institutes and Foundations 
where former foreign  
fighters work and who cur-
rently participate actively in 
Islamist deradicalization 
programs. Among the 
speakers, were Inmaculada 
Marrero Rocha, Pablo Mar-
tin and Humberto Trujillo 
from the University of 
Granada; Carlos Echevarria 
from the National Distance 
Education Universi ty 
(UNED); Sergio Bianchi 
from Agenfor Media– Italy 
and Housam Najjair. 

Summer Course of  the International University of  Andalusia 
(UNIA) “Radicalization, Jihadist Terrorism and Foreign Fighters” 
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Manuel de Falla Course in Cultural Management 
International Festival of  Music and Dance 

The Cultural Manage-
ment: New Public, New 
Formats Course took 
place at the Euro-Arab 
Foundation from 19 to 22 
March.  

The Manuel de Falla Inter-
national Granada Courses, 
which are part of the Inter-
national Festival of Music 

and Dance of  
G r a n a d a , 
l a u n c h e d 
among their 
Spr ing -2015 
program the 
course titled 
Cultural Man-

agement: New Public, New 
Formats. The course took 
place as a forum where 
professionals from the  
cultural sector exchanged 
their ideas, opinions and 
experiences.  

The course dealt mainly 
with the following themes: 
internationalization of   
intercultural projects,    
cultural communication 
and marketing, innovative 
cultural centres manage-
ment, digital content distri-
bution, artistic crowdfund-
ing and new proposals for 
the current scene.  

Coordinated by Joa-
quin Lopez Gonzalez 
from the University 
of Granada, the 
course was imparted 
by: Antonio Moral, 
director of the Na-
tional Centre for Mu-
sic Dissemination 
(C ND M ) ;  Jo rd i     
Treserras, Professor 
of Cultural Manage-
ment at the University 
of Barcelona; Carlota 

Alvarez Basso, Director of 
the Contemporary Art 
Centre Matadero Madrid; 
Pepe Zapata, partner and 
consultant of the cultural 
management   company 
TekneCultura;  Fernando 
Martinez Cortes, Director 
of the Computer Systems 
Department of Teatro 
Real; Sara Rubio and Luis 
Garcia, from the cultural 
management company 
Poliédricom; Mikel   Lejarza, 
president of Atresmedia 
Cine; and, Albert Boadella, 
stage director of Canal Ma-
drid.   

The course was aimed at 
professionals of cultural 
management: coordinators 
of cultural series in theatres 
and auditoriums, cultural 
technicians of city councils, 
cultural technicians of  
public administrations,  
programmers, festival   
directors, artistic represen-
tatives, producers and all 
those interested in cultural 
management, as well as 
music teachers and        
students. 
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In 2015, the Euro-Arab 
Foundation has contin-
ued offering the public 
Arabic language three-
level courses in Granada.  

The courses are offered in 
Granada every six months 
on a three-level basis with a 
duration of 60 hours each 
and are highly demanded 
by a heterogeneous public.  

These courses have fulfilled 
three editions up till now 
and have emerged thanks 
to an agreement signed 
between the Euro-Arab 
Foundation, Al-Babtain 
Chair of Arabic Studies and 
the Centre of Modern Lan-
guages of the University of 
Granada. The Euro-Arab 
Foundation is in charge of 
the administrative manage-
ment of these courses and 
dedicates part of its instal-
lations for that purpose. In 
turn, Al-Babtain Chair car-
ries out the academic or-
ganization, as well as selec-

tion and payment of teach-
ing staff, and the Centre of 
Modern Languages dedi-
cates some of its class-
rooms for those courses. 

Arabic Language Courses offered by both the Euro-
Arab Foundation and the University of  Granada 
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Course-Workshop “Study of  Violations of  Human 
Rights and International Crimes” 

From 14 to 16 January, 
the Centre for Develop-
ment and Cooperation 
Initiatives (CICODE) of 
the University of Gra-
nada, in collaboration 
with the Euro-Arab 
Foundation, organized a 
workshop on the “Study 
of Violations of Human 
Rights and International 
Crimes”, imparted by the 
Director of International 
Amnesty of Spain, 
Esteban Beltran.                                 

The workshop aimed to 
highlight what research 
meant and how testimonies 
on violation of human 
rights and their essential 
elements were collected, 
both on the level of    
working with victims and 
from a strategic field     
perspective. The workshop 
focused on introducing and 
u nd e r s t a nd i ng  w ha t      
violations of human rights 
and international crimes 
meant and the role of the 
State and other actors 
(companies, armed groups, 
etc.) during both peace 
times and armed conflicts 
and, also, during periods of 
economic crisis.   
The workshop was aimed 
for non-specialized people 
in issues of research or  
human rights, but who are 
in contact or have relations 
with victims of violations 
or abuses of human rights 
in any part of the world. 
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Once more, the Course 
“Muslims in the West: 
On Islamic Spain and 
the Construction of 
Otherness” was held at 
the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion from May to June.  

This summer international 
course is organized by the 
Department of Ethnic 
Studies of the University of 
California, Berkeley, in  
collaboration with the 
Euro-Arab Foundation for 
Higher Studies and the 
Centre of Studies in Inter-
cultural Dialogue. 

The course is part of the 
program of studies 
“Summer Abroad” of the 
UC Berkeley and aims at 
opening a space for analy-
sis and research in Islam, 
not only as a spiritual tradi-
tion, but also as a decolo-
nial epistemic perspective 
which contributes to offer-
ing responses to problems 
that face humanity nowa-

days.  

The Summer School takes 
place in Granada, a city 
that enjoys a great histori-
cal and symbolic value in 
the Islamic Civilization and 
one of the principle centres 
of the late Al-Andalus. The 
course is held during 4 
weeks, from May to June, 
and gathers an important 
teaching staff who tackles 
different themes as well as 
historical periods and re-
gions of the world: Islam 
and Politics, Islamic Phi-
losophy, Islamic Civiliza-
tion, Islamic Feminism, 
Jurisprudence, Black Mus-
lims, Middle East, United 
States, Europe, etc. 
 
 

International Course of  the University of  Berkeley 
“Muslims in the West”              
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  Series of  Debates on 
“Critical Muslims Studies” 

The Series of Debates on 
“Critical Muslims Stud-
ies” was held on 2 and 5 
June at the Euro-Arab 
Foundation. 

The Series of Debates are 
open to the public and are 
part of the Summer School 
of Critical Muslims Studies in 
which participate interna-
tional researchers and   
experts. 

This Summer School, 
which is held every year in 
Granada, is organized by 
the Centre of Study for 
Mediterranean Dialogue, 

the Research Center 
for Islamic Legisla-
tion and Ethics 
(CILE), UC Berkeley 
and the Euro-Arab 
Foundation for 
Higher Studies. 

The debates, which  
were imparted in 
English language, 
were open to the 
public of Granada 

who attended in relatively 
big masses.  

The first session titled 
“Critical thinking vis-à-
vis the Higher Objective 
of Preserving Religion 
(Hifz al-Din)- The 
Meanings and the Goals 
of Critical Thinking”, 
moderated by Tariq Rama-
dan, included Chauki Laz-
har, Mutaz Al-Khatib, Sal-
man Sayyid and Hatem 
Bazian as speakers. 

The second session titled 
“Shari’a for free societies: 
an ethical  approach –
What is the concept of 
Shari´a”, moderated by 
Ramon Grosfoguel, in-
cluded Salman Sayyid, 
Hatem Bazian, Mohamed 
El Moctar El-Shinqiti and 
Tarek Ramadan as speak-
ers. 
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The intensive course 
“Taking Stock of the 
Arab Spring. From Tuni-
sia to the Emergence of 
the ISIS” was held on 
April, 27, at the Euro-
Arab Foundation and 
imparted by the journal-
ist and war correspon-
dent, Mayte Carrasco. 
During the course, 
Carrasco analyzed the geo-
strategic changes which 
have had their influence on 
the world order and the 
international community’s 
response towards the phe-
nomenon of the end of the 
“Arab Exception” and the 
21st century’s Islamist Ji-
hadism and terrorism. 
The second part of the 
course dealt with the phe-
nomenon of fundamental-
ism and its role during ri-
ots. Hence, Carrasco ad-
dressed in depth the Ji-
hadist phenomenon in Iraq 
and Syria, the role of Mos-
lem Brothers in Egypt and 
Syria, the evolution of the 
terrorist group jabhat al-
nusra in Syria (Al-Qaeda) 

and the expansion of ISIS 
in Iraq, Syria and Sahel and 
its growing role on the 
world stage. 
Mayte Carrasco is not only 
a journalist, but also a 
teacher in prestigious 
schools and universities as 
Sciences Po (France), the 
Master’s degree of the 
UNESCO in Philosophy 
for Peace of the University 
of Castellon (UJI), as well 
as courses and workshops.  

Course-Workshop on 
“Taking Stock of  the Arab Spring” 
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Introductory Workshop to Gnawa Music 
Project: “Knowing the Other through his Music” 

The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion and the French Alli-
ance of Granada carried 
out from April to May the 
project “Knowing the 
Other through his Music” 
in High Schools in the 
Provinces of Granada, 
Almeria and Jaen.  
The Project focused its ac-
tivities on delivering differ-
ent workshops of Gnawa 
music, a typical and ances-
tral genre of music from 
North Africa. Those work-
shops, delivered in French 
bilingual schools and insti-
tutes, aimed to get students 
in  touch wi th  ou r 

neighbours on the other side 
of the Strait of Gibraltar 
through the Gnawa music. 
During those workshops, 
students discovered the spe-
cial techniques of that music 
practicing it in groups, danc-
ing, singing and playing the 
instruments.  
This type of music proceeds 
originally from black slaves 
established in Morocco, 
Algeria and Tunisia during 
the XVII and XVIII centu-
ries. It’s a music born from 
pain searching for freedom 
and equality. 
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‘The Emerging Threat of 
Transversal Terrorist Alli-
ances and the Radicaliza-
tion of the EU Social Cli-
mate’ is the title of the 
course delivered at the Euro
-Arab Foundation from No-
vember, 30, to December, 2. 

The course is part of the 
E u r o p e a n  p r o j e c t 
‘Transversal Bridge’ and 
aimed mainly at training 
members of security forces 
and law enforcement agen-
cies of Spain and other 
members of the European 
Union regarding the radi-
calization phenomenon.  

The course was organized 
by Agenfor (http://
agenformedia.com) and the 
Spanish Civil Guard 
(Guardia Civil) and enjoyed 
the participation of promi-
nent experts in security 
forces and commanders of 
law enforcement agencies. 
The Euro-Arab Foundation 
collaborated in that course 
which was part of a Euro-

pean project funded by the 
European Union Commis-
sion.  
The inauguration was at-
tended by the Executive 
Secretary of the Euro-Arab 
Foundation, Inmaculada 
Marrero Rocha, and the 
Secretary General of the 
University of Granada, 
Pedro Mercado. 

Course in Security, Part of  the EU Project               
“Transversal Bridge” 
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EURO-ARAB CHAIRS 
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International Chair of 
Amazigh Culture  

The International Chair 
of Amazigh Culture was 
established in March, 
2014, as a result of the 
collaboration agreement 
signed between both 
foundations, the Euro-
Arab and Dr. Leila 
Mezian in Morocco. 

The Chair aims to serve as 
a non-governmental cul-
tural diplomacy instrument 
promoting the different 
dimensions of that culture 
in Europe and North Af-
rica and encouraging Euro-

Amazigh cooperation, as 
well as research in that cul-
ture.  

The establishment of the 
Amazigh Chair is an im-
portant step towards pro-
moting that culture –also 
known as Berber–, as well 
as constructing a sustain-
able Euro-Amazigh part-
nership. It also helps in 
creating networks of world
-renowned experts and 
researchers from different 
universities and countries.  
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In February of the cur-
rent year, representatives 
of both Foundations, 
Euro-Arab and Dr. Leila 
Mezian, designed a pro-
gram of activities to be 
carried out by the Chair 
during 2015.  

During the meeting, held at 
the headquarters of Dr. 
Leila Mezian Foundation in 
Casablanca, they worked on 
the implementation of the 
Chair and defined the action 
program which would take 
place during the whole year 
within the framework of the 
Chair. Moreover, they deter-
mined the actions to be car-
ried out on the occasion of 
the presentation of the 
Chair on an international 
level. 
The presentation of the 
Chair took place in Granada 
on June, 8-12, with an inter-
esting program that con-
sisted of different artistic 
activities including music, 
cinema and exhibitions.  

The Chair presented the 
‘International Exhibition of 
Amazigh Musical Instru-
ments’ and included a sec-
tion on Amazigh cinema 
and music among the 9th 
Edition of the International 
Film Festival Cines del Sur, 
with innovative productions 
of very high quality. 

The Amazigh Chair among the 9th  Edition of  the Film 
Festival Cines del Sur, 2015 
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Exhibition Inaugurating Activities of  the International 
Chair of  Amazigh Culture 

From June, 9, to July, 2, 
the Euro-Arab and Dr. 
Leila Mezian Founda-
tions presented in      
Granada the “Exhibition 
of Amazigh Musical In-
struments”, a collection 
of instruments which are 
traditionally used in 
Amazigh music (Berber) 

in Morocco, Algeria, Tu-
nisia, Libya, Mauritania, 
Mali and Niger. 

The exhibition dealt with a 
subject that has not been 
studied on a wide scale. It 
focused on getting the au-
dience in touch with the 
popular culture of North 
Africa and its arts by means 
of the Amazigh musical 
instruments. Each one of 
those is an artistic work  in 
itself that combines mixed 
media of sculpture, paint-
ing, design, sewing, mark-
ing and decoration. 

Traditional Amazigh musi-
cal instruments are hand-
made, made up of natural 
materials usually found 
within Amazigh communi-
ties. Other materials from 
animals are also used, such 
as skin, bones and horns of 
goat and camels, or materi-
als made from plants, like 
wood, trunks, branches and 

leaves of trees (olive trees, 
fig trees, argan trees, etc.). 
Other types of materials of 
mineral origin are also 
used, such as glass,        
precious stones, or soil 
itself.  

Contemplating each instru-
ment with its geometric 
shapes, its components, its 
manufacturing materials, its 
symbols and its drawings 
allows the audience to dis-
cover the Amazigh peo-
ple’s traditions and their 
livelihoods marked by the 
rhythm of the natural    
environment where they 
live.  

The exhibition inaugurated 
the program of activities 
planned among the Inter-
national Chair of Amazigh 
Culture which was estab-
lished by the Euro-Arab 
Foundation under the aus-
pices of Dr. Leila Mezian 
Foundation. 
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1st Euro-Amazigh Research Forum 

The first edition of the 
Euro-Amazigh Forum, 
organized by the Euro-
Arab and Dr. Leila 
Mezian Foundations, 
took place on November, 
5-6, in   Granada with the 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e m e : 
“Amazigh Contribution 
to the History and Civili-
zation of Al-Andalus”.   

The Forum aimed at     
informing about the role of 
Amazigh people in the His-
tory and Civilization of the 
Iberian Peninsula.  

Specialists from Algeria, 
Spain, France, Morocco, 
Portugal and United States 
tackled the role of  
Amazigh people in the his-
tory and civilization within 
the Iberian Peninsula.. 

Among its objectives, the 
Forum, as part of the Inter-
national Chair of Amazigh 
Culture, focused on creat-
ing a meeting space be-

tween researchers and insti-
tutions that facilitates the 
establishment of     the-
matic networks for the ex-
change of common work 
within the branch of 
Amazigh culture.   

The Forum included seven 
sessions which dealt with 
the following issues: 
Amazigh influences and 
contributions to European 
civilizations (Pre-Islamic 
Period); Arrival and      
installation of Amazigh 
people in the Iberian Pen-
insula; Political history of 
Amazigh in Al-Andalus; 
Amazigh legacy and heri-
tage in Al-Andalus; Social 
history of Amazigh in the 
Iberian Peninsula; Restudy 
of Berbers in the history of 
Al-Andalus; Berbers in his-
torical novels on Al-
Andalus.  
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Workshop on “Simbology in Berber Pottery”  

The work-
s h o p  o n 
“Symbology 
in Berber Pot-
tery” took 
place on No-
vember, 6, at 
the Euro-Arab 
Foundation. 
The work-
shop accom-
panied the 
e x h i b i t i o n 
which was 
held under 

the same name in No-
vember at the Euro-Arab 
Foundation.  

The workshop was        
regarded positively by the 
public and included as 
speakers some great ex-
perts in the theme: Mª Jose 
Matos and Jorge Wagner as 
organizers of the exhibi-
tion, together with the Pro-
fessors Carlos Borras and 
Pierre Guichard. 

Both the workshop and the 
exhibition on Riffian     
pottery were part of the 
program of the Euro-Arab 
Forum on “Amazigh   
Contribution to the History 
and Civilization of Al-
Andalus” that was held on 
November, 5-6.  

Workshops on Tifinagh Writing 
The Euro-Arab Foundation and the French Alliance of Granada organ-
ized workshops on Tifinagh writing on November,  18-20, at schools 
and institutes of Granada. The workshops were held within the frame-
work of the International Chair of Amazigh Culture established by the 
Euro-Arab and Dr. Leila Mezian Foundations.  

The workshops are considered an introductory course to Amazigh 
(Berber) writing and culture, which is the indigenous culture of North 
African countries including Canary Islands before their conquest. 
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“Symbology in Berber 
Pottery” was held at the 
Euro-Arab Foundation 
on November, 05-27, 
among the program of 
the  Euro -Amaz igh     
Forum. 

The exhibition was organ-
ized within the framework 
of the International Chair 
of Amazigh Culture and 
presented 30 pieces from 
the private collection of 
Maria Jose Matos and Jorge 
Wagner. It was accompa-
nied by several audiovisual 
recordings dedicated to 
show the work of Riffian 
women.  

All the pieces exhibited 
belong to the ancient cul-
ture that reaches us 
through the hands of the 
last Riffian potter women. 
Their work shows the part 
of symbology on which are 
based popular beliefs and 
the secret language of 
women. The exhibition was 

visited by a large number 
of people. It presented pot-
tery works which form part 
of a tradition that is found 
among the whole chain of 
the Rif including the 
mountains in the Northern 
part of Morocco, parallel to 
the Mediterranean coast 
and occupied by Islamized 
Berber tribes.  

 Exhibition  
“Symbology in Riffian Berber Pottery” 
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Chair of  Studies in Islamic Civilization and        
Renewal of  Religious Thought 

The inauguration of the 
Chair of Studies in Is-
lamic Civilization and 
Renewal of Religious 
Thought took place on 
April, 28, at the Euro-
Arab Foundation’s head-
quarters. 

The inauguration was at-
tended by former Prime 
Minister, Jose Luis Rodri-
guez Zapatero, President of 
the University of Granada, 
F r a n c i s c o  G o n z a l e z 
Lodeiro, Director of the 
Mominoun Without Borders 
Foundation for Research 
and Studies, Yunis Qandil, 

and Executive Secretary of 
the Euro-Arab Foundation, 
Inmaculada Marrero Rocha. 
The agreement regarding the 
establishment of the Chair 
was signed on October, 10, 
2014, in Granada by repre-
sentatives of both the Euro-
Arab and Mominoun With-
out Borders Foundations. 
The Chair entails a program 
which offers an opportunity 
to create thematic networks 
of experts, intellectuals and 
researchers from European, 
Arab and American Univer-
sities. It is mainly dedicated 
to the field of higher educa-
tion, scientific research, 
transfer of knowledge and 

exchange of positive experi-
ences and good practices, as 
well as translations between 
Arabic and European lan-
guages.            

Among its objectives, the 
Mominoun Without Bor-
ders Foundation promotes 
rigorous scientific research. 
It works within cultural 
fields as well as fields of 
knowledge, in general, and 
religious knowledge, in par-
ticular. Moreover, it contrib-
utes to the creation of a 
space of free and innovative 
thought in order to debate 
religious reform and renewal 
in Arab and Muslim socie-
ties. 
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The Chair of Studies in 
Islamic Civilization and 
Renewal of Religious 
Thought aims to contrib-
ute to the cooperation 
and coexistence between 
different peoples within 
the frame of religious 
diversity and multicul-
turality.  

The actions program which 
was launched this year re-
sponds to the objective of 
promoting studies in Is-
lamic civilization and con-
tributing to the coopera-

tion, solidarity and coexis-
tence between different 
peoples within the frame of 
religious diversity and mul-
ticulturality by means of 
dialogue, intellectual reno-
vation and scientific stud-
ies. The actions planned 
among the Chair’s program 
entail four main pillars: a 
Master’s Degree related to 
the subject of the Chair; 
organization of interna-
tional conferences, semi-
nars and academic forums; 
publication and translation 
of scientific works, studies 

 —Former Prime Minister, Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, 
attends Presentation of  the Chair 

and reports; and, organiza-
tion of research stays. The 
Chair represents an aca-
demic space for scientific 
research, university and 
higher education, a space 
whose objective is to work 
on the renewal of religious 
thought through resorting 
to common history and 
shared values of peace, 
justice and tolerance. 
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International Conference 
“ISLAM AND THE WEST” 

The Chair of Studies in 
Islamic Civilization and 
Renewal of Religious 
Thought held on De-
cember, 15-16, the Inter-
national Conference 
“Islam and the West. 
Meeting Points: History, 
Challenges and Future”.  

The Conference focused 
on the following themes: 
Common History among 
Muslim countries and the 
West; Religion and the 
‘Other’: The Meeting’s Re-
ligious Basis; Islam in the 
West: Challenges of Iden-
tity, Migration, Citizenship 
and Pluralism; Muslim 
World and the West: Chal-
lenges of Coexistence and 
Possibilities of Coopera-
tion; For a Better World: 
Towards a Shared Human 

Declaration.  

The Conference sessions  
enjoyed the participation of 
philosophers, historians 
and researchers in the 
fields of multiculturalism 
and interculturalism from 
twelve European and Arab 
universities and Research 
Centres: University of Gra-
nada, University of Barce-
lona, University of Carlos 
III of Madrid, the Autono-
mous University of Madrid, 
University of Seville, Uni-
versity of Fez-Sais, Univer-
sity of Muhammad V of 
Rabat, University of 
Mohammad VI, University 
of Amsterdam, University 
of Mauritania, University of 
Tunisia, University of Bei-
rut, as well as the Azzagra 
Foundation of Granada 

and the Regional Centre of 
Education and Training of 
Tangier, Morocco. The 
Conference is part of the 
activities developed within 
the Chair of Studies in Is-
lamic Civilization and Re-
newal of Religious Thought 
which was established last 
year by the Euro-Arab and 
Mominoun Without Bor-
ders Foundations. Its main 
objective is to create net-
works of experts, intellec-
tuals and researchers from 
European, Arab and 
American universities who 
would tackle the issue of 
renewal of religious 
thought from all its aspects.  
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CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 
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II Days of  Debates on  
“Feminine Genital Mutilation” 

On the occasion of the 
International Day against 
Feminine Genital Mutila-
tion, the headquarters of 
the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion hosted on February, 
3, the second edition of 
the Days of Debates on 
Feminine Genital Mutila-
tion. 

The Days aimed mainly at 
supporting the efforts which 
are taking place on an inter-
national level in issues re-
lated to information and 
awareness, in order to help 
preventing feminine genital 
mutilation, as well as pro-
moting equality of gender 
and human rights.  

These problems were tack-
led during the Days from 
different perspectives: medi-
cal, anthropological and legal 
ones. Hence, three experts 
in the issue participated in 
the event: Africa Caño Agui-
lar, Gynaecologist and Presi-
dent of Medicus Mundi 
Andalusia who tackled the 
following topic: “Medical 
Perspective regarding Femi-
nine Genital Mutilation. Pre-
ventive Actions”; Soledad 
Vieitez Cerdeño, Anthro-
pologist and Professor at the 

University of Granada who 
tackled the subject of 
“Gender Cultural Identities 
and Feminine Genital Muti-
lation”; and, Angeles Cuad-
rado Ruiz, Professor of 
Criminal Law who tackled 
the issue of “Feminine Geni-
tal Mutilation and Domestic 
Violence”. The later debate 
was moderated by Ana Silva 
Cuesta, Jurist and Re-
searcher at the University of 
Granada. 
The Days were organized by 
the Cultural Association 
SecretOlivo, in collaboration 
with the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion, Culture of Peace Foun-
dation, Department of 
Criminal Law of the Univer-
sity of Granada, Organiza-
tion of Medicus Mundi 
Andalusia and the Red de 
Asociaciones Grupos de 
Estudio de Actualidad 
(Associat ions Network 
Groups of Current Studies). 
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The International Collo-
quium “Rabbis and 
Synagogues in the Medi-
terranean” was held Feb-
ruary, 9-10, at the Euro-
Arab Foundation. The 
later organized the event 
in collaboration with the 
University of Granada, 
under the supervision of 
Professors and Research-
ers Lorena Miralles 
Macia, Daniel Muñoz 
Garrido and Carmen Ca-
ballero Navas. 

The papers presented dur-
ing the colloquium focused 
on discussing the circum-
stances in which rabbis and 
synagogues have developed 
during history and the rela-
tions held between both 
institutions and with other 
communities.  

Consequently, the debates 
held during the colloquium 
enjoyed the participation of 
experts from different 
fields of study that range 

from Philology and Literary 
S tud ie s  to  His tory , 
Women’s Studies, Archeol-
ogy and History of Art. 
The speeches highlighted 
the importance of the role 
occupied by rabbis and 
synagogues within Mediter-
ranean Jewish communities 
from ancient times up to 
the  present. The links be-
tween both Jewish institu-
tions surpass the mere reli-
gious ritualism, as they con-
nect between Jewish com-
munities.                                 

The colloquium was inau-
gurated by the 
Vice President 
of the Univer-
sity of Granada, 
Lo la  Fe r re 
Cano, and the 
Executive Sec-
retary of the 
E u r o - A r a b 
F o u n d a t i o n , 
I n m a c u l a d a 
Marrero Rocha.  

International Colloquium  
“Rabbis and Synagogues in the Mediterranean” 
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Days on “Armed or Non-Armed Struggle?                                  
Popular Resistance in Palestine” 

The “Armed or Non-
Armed Struggle? Popular 
Resistance in Palestine” 
Days took place at the 
Euro-Arab Foundation 
on February, 24, and 
March, 4. 

The event aimed at inform-
ing with details about the 
popular resistance proc-

esses of the Palestinian 
national movement by 
means of giving more at-
tention to both faces of the 
phenomenon, armed and 
non-armed struggle, which 
take place against the occu-
pation of the Palestinian 
Territories within the con-
text of colonial conflict 
which has called the atten-

tion of the international 
public opinion during dec-
ades. 

However, during that resis-
tance the rhetoric of vio-
lence has dominated as a 
strategy for liberation. As 
well, prominence was given 
to armed actions which 
were carried out by 
‘guerrillas’, except for a few 
cases, such as during the 
first Intifada (1987-1991).  

The Days were organized 
by the University of Gra-
nada and the Euro-Arab 
Foundation, in collabora-
tion with the University 
Institute of Peace and Con-
flict Research and the De-
partment of Sociology, un-
der the supervision of 
Diego Checa Hidalgo, 
from the Institute of Peace 
and Conflict Research, and 
Bassam Banat, from Al-
Quds University. 
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The II Intercollegiate 
Days on Research on 
Palestine “A Multidisci-
plinary Approach” were 
held on April, 23-24, at 
the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion. 

The Days aimed at sensitiz-
ing society, in general, and 
university community, in 
particular, to the processes 
that influence development 
and human rights in Pales-
tine. Hence, the event was 
held in order to inform 
about PhD and postdoc-
toral researches which are 
taking place on the Pales-
tine issue from different 
fields of knowledge in the 
universities of Spain. Fur-

thermore, the Days also 
aimed to foster scientific 
knowledge on Palestine, 
promoting the exchange of 
experiences between re-
searchers and university 
community from a multid-
isciplinary approach. The 
event was organized by the 
Andalusian Fund of Mu-
nicipalities for International 
Solidarity (FAMSI), the 
Centre for Cooperation 
and Development Initia-
tives (CICODE), the Euro-
Arab Foundation, the Uni-
versity of Seville and the 
Seville-Palestine Coopera-
tion Group.  

Intercollegiate Days on Research on Palestine:                  
“A Multidisciplinary Approach” 
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International Meeting of  Public Administrations  
of  the Arab World and Europe  

The 15th Edition of the 
“Annual Meeting for Offi-
cials, Deans and Directors 
of Schools and Institutes of 
Public Administrations of 
the Arab World and 
Europe” took place on 
May, 5-7, at the Euro-Arab 
Foundation. 

This important annual meet-
ing which is carried out by the 
Arab Administrative Devel-

o p m e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
(ARADO) was held for the 
second consecutive year in 
Granada at the headquarters 
of the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion.  

During this edition, the de-
bates focused on analyzing 
the importance of ‘intellectual 
capital’ management as a 
value for development, inno-
vation and change of public 

administrations 
among current 
soc ie t ies of 
knowledge and 
information.  

The Meeting was 
attended by offi-
cials and direc-
tors of schools 
of public ad-
ministrations of 
Europe and the 
Arab World as 
well as directors 
of regional and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
organizations of 
the Euro-Arab 
region. 

The inauguration was chaired 
by the Executive Secretary of 
the Euro-Arab Foundation, 
Inmaculada Marrero Rocha, 
and enjoyed the participation 
of the General Director of 
ARADO, Nasser Al-Qahtani; 
the General Director of the 
Public Administration Insti-
tute of Saudi Arabia, Ahmed 
Abdullah Al-Shuaybi; and, the 
Director of the International 
Relations Department of the 
National Institute of Public 
Administrations of Spain, 
Marta Cimas.  

During the inauguration, In-
maculada Marrero expressed 
her satisfaction for being able 
to offer the Foundation once 
again as a space for thinking 
and debating on the impor-
tance of good governance of 
Arab and European public 
administrations. In that sense, 
the edition focused specifi-
cally on the value of intangi-
ble assets, such as intellectual 
capital, as a resource of inno-
vation and richness. 
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This is the second time this 
annual meeting takes place 
in Europe. The first one 
took place in September, 
2013, also at the headquar-
ters of the Euro-Arab 
Foundation. At that time, 
the debates tackled the is-
sue of “New Governance 
Structures and Participation 
Encouragement in Public 
Services”.  

A year later, in 2014, the 
Moroccan city of Marra-
kech hosted that edition in 
which the Euro-Arab 
Foundation participated, 
but that time as a guest.  

This year, the “Annual 
Meeting for Officials, 
Deans and Directors of 
Schools and Institutes of 
Public Administrations of 
the Arab World and 
Europe” tackled several 
issues, among which fig-
ured the importance of in-
tellectual capital, the best 

ways to manage it, models 
for measuring it and how 
to manage that capital 
within educational institu-
tions and governmental 
companies. As well, it 
dealt with the importance 
of human resources and 
intellectual capital in 
knowledge management 
and performance im-
provement.  

— Annual Meetings for Officials, Deans and Directors of Schools and Institutes of 
Public Administations of the Arab World and Europe. 
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Melilla- IV Social Forum of  Ethics and Spirituality 
“Media Treatment of  Migrations” 

The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion participated in the IV 
Social Forum of Ethics 
and Spirituality, held in 
Melilla on April, 17-19. 
The event enjoyed the 
participation of different 
Spanish and Moroccan 
institutions and organiza-
tions.  

The Foundation’s participa-
tion was limited to organiz-
ing a workshop on “Media 
Treatment of Migrations. 
Human Rights, Communica-
tion and Information”, 
which was held in Melilla 
and was open to participants 
of the Forum. 

The workshop was held in 
the Campus of Melilla, 
which belongs to the Uni-
versity of Granada, by Lola 
Fernandez Palenzuela, Com-
munications Manager of the 
Euro-Arab Foundation. Its 
program focused on high-
lighting the constituent ele-
ments of a media message 

with an approach based on 
human rights. As well, it 
favored a reflective and criti-
cal attitude towards the in-
formation which we receive 
through mass media.  

This IV Forum is part of the 
World Social Forums and 
the Charter of Principles of 
the year 2009 that took place 
in Spain under the name of 
Social Forum of “Ethics and 
Spiritualities for a Possible 
Better World”. The program 
offered during the 2015 edi-
tion was based on two main 
points: ethics and spiritual-
ity, understood as two skills 
inherent in all human beings 
and which could help us live 
and coexist in a better way. 
The Forum aimed to de-
velop a meeting that enabled 
the analysis and reflection 
on the political, social, hu-
manitarian, economic, cul-
tural, ethical, spiritual and 
environmental reality that is 
lived daily at the most un-
equal borderlands of the 
world.  
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The Seminar “Spanish as 
a Bridge for Literary 
Creations Between Spain 
and Magreb” was organ-
ized by the Writers’ Col-
legiate Association and 
was held on November, 
18-19, at both the Euro-
Arab Foundation and the 
Faculty of Philosophy 
and Arts of the Univer-
sity of Granada.  

The seminar aimed at in-
forming the Spanish public, 
in general, and university 
students, in particular, of 
the existence of written 
literature in Magreb whose 

authors, natives from that 
region, use Spanish as their 
creative tool. It also in-
tended to inform Spanish 
writers and critics of that 
extraordinary literary phe-
nomenon. The Seminar 
was organized by the Writ-
ers’ Collegiate Association 
(Autonomous Section of 
Andalusia), under the aus-
pices of the Spanish Centre 
for Reprographic Rights 
(CEDRO) of the Univer-
sity of Granada, the Euro-
Arab Foundation, the FRS 
Group (shipping) and 
IBERDROLA.  

International Seminar on Spanish as a Bridge for 
Literary Creations Between Spain and Magreb 
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Lecture on 
“Male Violence” 

On the occasion of the 
International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence 
against Women. 

The International Amnesty 
Organization of Granada, 
in collaboration with the 
Euro-Arab Foundation, 
held a lecture on Novem-
ber, 17, on “Male Violence: 
A Social Urgency”. The 
lecture took place in paral-
lel with the exhibition “Red 
Shoes Replica”. The lecture 
tackled the subject of hu-
man trafficking and was 

attended by Angeles Gi-
menez, coordinator of In-
ternational Amnesty Or-
ganization of Granada; 
Cristobal Fabrega Ruiz, 
Prosecutor of the Provin-
cial Court of Jaen and co-
ordinator of the Provincial 
Board for the struggle 
against Human Trafficking; 
Jesus Lopez Megias, Pro-
fessor of Psychology at the 
University of Granada; and 
the Representative of the 
Women Assembly of Gra-
nada. 
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The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion hosted on Decem-
ber, 2, a lecture by Sergio 
B i a n c h i  t i t l e d 
“Prevention and Coun-
terterrorism from a New 
Perspective”. The lecture 
was imparted in English 
and was interpreted si-
multaneously into Span-
ish. 

Sergio Bianchi is the crea-
tor of, and at the same time 
researcher in, Agenfor 
Group, an Italian organiza-
tion which is working since 
1996 in the field of profes-
sional training in issues 
related to minorities, secu-
rity, human rights and so-
cial justice in all Europe. 

He is also an Arabist spe-
cialized in the field of Mus-
lim minorities. He has car-
ried out researches on is-
sues of security and geo-
politics backing the idea 
that Islam can be a re-

source to fight against ter-
rorist threats. Among his 
latest books, we can find Is 
Islamism a Threat? (2015), 
Jihadist Radicalization in 
European Prisons (2010). His 
papers and audiovisual pro-
ductions tackle a wide 
range of political subjects 
which have been cover 
stories in international 
mass media during the last 

Lecture by Sergio Bianchi 
on “Prevention and Counterterrorism” 
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CULTURE 
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EXHIBITIONS 
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“Two Cultures, Same Landscape” 
Virtual Exhibition of  Images of  Spaniards and Moroccans 

'Two Cultures, Same 
Landscape' - Virtual Ex-
hibition of shared images 
of Spaniards and Moroc-
cans (1860-1956). 
The exhibition is edited and 
produced by the Virtual 
Library of Andalusia, the 
Regional Ministry of Edu-
cation, Culture and Sports 
of the Regional Govern-

ment of Andalusia, in col-
laboration with the Euro-
Arab Foundation for 
Higher Studies and the Pro-
ject for Multicultural Librar-
ies in Andalusia. 
The exhibition is presented 
as a virtual guided visit 
which serves three thematic 
areas: Conflicts, Coexis-

tence and Milestones in the 
construction of an image of 
Morocco.  

Navigating among those 
fields and sections allows 
the visitor to enjoy access 
to approximately a thou-
sand photographs, post-
cards, engravings, posters 
and relevant case docu-
ments which have, or even 
never, been disseminated 
on a limited level before, as 
is the case of the monu-
mental ‘History of the Cul-
tural Action in Spain and 
Morocco’, by Fernando 
Valderrama, edited in 
Tétouan in 1956 and totally 
digitalized for the exhibi-
tion. 

To visualize the exhibi-
tion, please visit the fo-
llowing link: 
www.juntadeandalucia.e
s/cultura/bivian/
media/expomarruecos/
index.html. 
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The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion hosted from Febru-
ary, 17, to March, 6, the 
exhibition “Pencils for 
Peace” which presented 
works carried out by stu-
dents from both high 
schools ‘Severo Ochoa’ 
o f  G r a n a d a  a n d 
‘Hispanidad’ of Santa 
Fe. The works were done 
following the terrorist 
attack that took place in 
Paris on January, 7, 
against the satirical 
newspaper  Char l ie 
Hebdo, in which 12 per-
sons were killed. 

The exhibition “Pencils for 
Peace” emerged inside the 
classrooms of high school 
institutes of Granada as a 
unanimous, spontaneous 
and emotional response 
from students of those 
centres after the brutal at-
tacks of Paris. Both the 
French language and Plas-
tic Arts classes of Severo 
Ochoa Institute partici-

pated voluntarily, trying to 
express through different 
techniques the feelings of 
rejection, anger, helpless-
ness and devastation which 
we all lived during those 
days. The teachers of those 
students said that among 
those drawings we could 
find “a strong and peaceful 
attitude, as instead of the 
violence of weapons some 
simple pencils rise which 
are capable of creating 
other worlds much more 
caring, just and free”. Dur-
ing the inauguration, a 
group of students from the 
Performing Arts Group of 
Severo Ochoa Institute 
conducted a performance 
expressing their attitude 
against violence and wars. 

Exhibition “Pencils for Peace” 
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“Palestinian History and Identity  
Through Graphic Humor” 

The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion together with Al Fa-
nar Foundation presented 
the exhibition “Palestinian 
History and Identity 
Through Graphic Hu-

mor”. 

The exhibition, which took 
place from April, 16, to May, 
8, at the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion’s central patio, pre-

sented a sample 
of cartoons di-
vided into four 
sections: His-
tory of Pales-
tine; Elements 
of Palestinian 
identity; Israel in 
P a l e s t i n i a n 
graphic humor; 
and, Palestine 
today.  

The exhibition 
included 50 
cartoons made 
by ten different 
authors, starting 
from Naji Al-
Ali, father of the 
Arabic and Pal-
estinian graphic 
humor and crea-
tor of Handala 
(the shabby 

Palestinian child who is al-
ways viewed from behind), 
up to some emerging figures 
as well as consolidated ones, 
like Mohamed Sabaaneh. 

According to Al Fanar Foun-
dation, “the role played by 
Palestinian graphic humor as 
a creator and consolidator of 
icons of the national imagi-
nary is particularly determi-
nant. Not only has it served 
to reflect national symbols, 
which like the Palestinian 
flag itself have been ques-
tioned on an international 
level, as well as ridicule the 
enemy, but also it has helped 
to strengthen the feeling of 
unity within a nation obliged 
since the Nakba (the disaster 
of 1948) to live in the dias-
pora and under a foreign 
occupation”. 
On occasion of the exhibi-
tion, the President of Al Fa-
nar Foundation and organ-
izer of the exhibition, Pedro 
Rojo, offered a lecture titled 
“From Palestinian Graphic 
Humor to Charlie Hebdo”. 
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The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion, together with the 
French Alliance of Gra-
nada and the Faculty of 
Translation and Interpre-
tation of Granada, pre-
sented the exhibition 
“Studio of Vanities” by 
the Senegalese artist 
Omar Victor Diop 
(Dakar, 1980).  

The Senegalese photogra-
pher Omar Victor Diop 
invited the public in Gra-
nada to enter in his colour-
ful universe by means of 11 
pictures full of energy and 
optimism which reflect the 
modern society of Dakar. 
Artists, designers, actors, 
journalists, bloggers and 
even organizers of exhibi-
tions are captured as pro-
tagonists of a vibrant, vital 
and enterprising city.  

“Studio of Vanities” docu-
ments a new generation 
which seeks a positive vision 
of Africa and its need for 
enthusiasm and develop-
ment. A group of dynamic 

entrepreneurs who benefit 
from cultural and techno-
logical change without for-
getting their origins.   

Within the framework of 
that photographic exhibi-
tion, the journalist and 
writer Marcus Boni Teiga 
(Republic of Benin, 1966) 
imparted a conference titled 
“Clothing and Ornaments 
from Africa: From Ancient 
Times to the Present”.  

“Studio of  Vanities”  
Exhibition by Omar Victor Diop 
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“Aroma of  the Color” by Antonio Roa 
 

The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion presented from Sep-
tember, 21, to October, 9, 
the exhibition “Aroma of 
the Color”, composed of 
a collection of nine oil 
paintings of large scales 
made by the artist Anto-
nio Roa from Jaen. 
Since 2002, Antonio Roa 
has offered several exhibi-
tions, both individual and 
collective, which have 
taken place in almost all 
provinces of Andalusia and 
also outside it, as in Ma-

drid, Barcelona, Valencia, 
Alicante and Toledo. As 
well, Roa has exhibited 
works in different city 
councils, foundations, insti-
tutions and museums, like 
the Museum of Modern 
Art of Andujar, Museum of 
San Juan de la Cruz of 
Ubeda or Mijas Museum of 
Malaga. Antonio Roa also 
teaches History in the 
Province of Jaen and has 
done Artistic Studies at the 
Art School of Ubeda.   
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Within the framework of 
the International Human 
Rights Day, December, 
10, the Euro-Arab Foun-
dation designed a pro-
gram of activities, all of 
which related to educa-
tion, art and culture: an 
exhibition, a workshop 
of educational tools im-
parted by Francesco 
Bondanini and the 
screening of the movie 
“Welcome” by Philippe 
Lioret.  

The exhibition, inaugurated 
on the same day, Decem-
ber, 10, was a photographic 

one on the project 
KAHINA, which is an ini-
tiative of art, social action 
and education in the street 
developed in Melilla. The 
exhibition was held until 
January, 8, and showed 
through the images of 
Fatima Mesaud Barreras 
the activities which have 
been taking place within 
the framework of the pro-
ject Kaniharte since the 
end of 2013 until nowa-
d a y s .  T h e  p r o j e c t 
KAHINA aims to develop 
peripheral spaces by means 
of a participative method-
ology.  

Commemoration of  the  
International Human Rights Day 
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PUBLICATIONS 
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Catarata and the Euro-Arab Foundation publish     
Lions of  the Tripoli Brigade 

The book of Sam Najjair, 
Lions of the Tripoli Bri-
gade. Chronicles of the 
Fight Against Gaddafi, 
was published by Cata-
rata Publishing Company 
and the Euro-Arab Foun-
dation on November.  

Housam “Sam” Najjair was 
born in Dublin to an Irish 
mother and a Libyan father. 
In June, 2011, when the 
civil war started to devastate 
his father’s homeland, Sam 
left Ireland and headed to 
Libya –through Tunisia– in 
order to join the uprising 
against Gaddafi. On August, 
20, Sam and the well known 
Tripoli Brigade –a unit of 
the National Liberation 
Army of Libya – were the 
first revolutionaries to enter 
the city and, consequently, 
secure the Martyrs’ Square. 
Meetings with representa-
tives from the NATO, arms 
dealing, covert operations, 
death of a very close friend 
or the capture of a women 

hijacker are some of the 
themes tackled within this 
book. 

The author, Sam Najjair, 
was born and raised in the 
suburbs of Dublin. His fa-
ther moved from Tripoli to 
Ireland as a student in 1970, 
where he met his mother, 
an Irish woman, and got 
married to her. When he 
was 9 years old, he moved 
with his family to Libya, 
where he lived 3 years be-
fore they went back to Ire-
land. When he was 16, he 
was expelled from his 
school and, consequently, 
started working at several 
restaurants and the Liberty 
Market. When he was 19, he 
got in charge of a small res-
taurant in Dublin before he 
went back to Tripoli. There 
he worked for a diamond 
jeweller and also for a travel 
agency specialized in desert 
and mountain excursions.  
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po, from Colombia, and 
Caddy Adzuba Furaha, 
from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, as well as 
the journalist, Lola Fernan-
dez Palenzuela. The book 
tackles the elements which 
endow current armed con-
flicts with more complex 
nature and render their 
analysis more difficult both 
in scientific terms and from 
the point of view of com-
munication. It focuses, par-
ticularly, on one of the 
most important aspects of 
new conflicts or new wars, 
which is the progressive 
privatization of conflictual 
international relations, 
which is reflected in an 
increase in human suffer-
ing, especially among the 
most vulnerable groups, as 
in the case of women. In 
situations of armed con-
flicts and structural vio-
lence, persecution and vio-
lence are mainly directed 
against women whose role 
is essential in terms of de-
fending human rights.  

Armed Conflicts, Gender and Communication                      
A New Book by Tecnos and the Euro-Arab Foundation 

Armed Conflicts, Gender 
and Communication was 
released in October by 
Tecnos Publishing Com-
pany, with the collabora-
tion of the Euro-Arab 
Foundation.  

This book is edited by Dr. 
Inmaculada Marrero Ro-
cha, Associate Professor of 
International Relations and 
Executive Secretary of the 
Euro-Arab Foundation. It 
includes papers by Jesus 
Nuñez Villaverde, codirec-
tor of IECAH;  Inmacu-
lada Marrero Rocha, editor 
of the book; Mario Lopez 
Martinez, Professor at the 
University of Granada; Eva 
Diez Peralta, Caterina Gar-
cia Segura and Ana Jorge 
Alonso, Professors at the 
Universities of Almeria, 
Pompeu Fabra and Malaga, 
respectively; the activists 
Bahira Abdulatif, from 
Iraq, Fabiola Calvo 
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KUTUB  
Book Club 
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KUTUB Book Club 
(‘books’ in Arabic) is a 
meeting space designed 
to enjoy the delights of 
reading. The Club is open 
for whoever would like to 
exchange ideas, reflec-
tions and opinions on 
books of Arabic modern 
narrative.  

In 2015, and as in previous 
years, KUTUB Book Club 
worked on the reading of 
different works, all on Ara-
bic modern narrative. The 
last Thursday of every 
month was always dedicated 
to meet and share ideas and 
opinions about the book 
which the Club had pro-
posed for reading during 
that month.  

The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion’s Book Club enjoys the 
collaboration of the Tres 
Culturas Foundation and is 
coordinated by Rafael Or-
tega, Deputy Secretary of 
the Euro-Arab Foundation.  

This year, the Euro-Arab 
Foundation’s Book Club, 
KUTUB, has participated in 
the 34th Edition of Gra-
nada’s Book Fair. 

On April, 24, KUTUB par-
ticipated among other Book 
Clubs of the Province in the 
roundtable held at the Pub-
lic Library of Granada, 
which tackled the following 
issue: “Book Clubs, an 
Imaginative Formula Re-
garding the Crisis”. 

KUTUB Book Club at the Book Fair 
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Series 2014/2015 
READINGS FOR PEACE 

The Series ‘Readings for 
Peace’ started in 2009 
with the aim of reflecting 
on the role of literature 
and essays as a resource 
for the search of ways of 
constructing peace and 
reconstructing social fab-
rics after conflicts. 

The Series is organized by 
the Euro-Arab Foundation 
and the Institute of Peace 
and Conflicts Research of 
the University of Granada.  
During the first semester, it 
developed a program for 
the presentation of new 

publications. The authors 
invited to present their 
works within that program 
are known for their ability 
of proposing innovative 
ways of facing conflicts 
through creative and en-
couraging means beyond 
the traditional academic 
obstacles which present 
peace studies in their rele-
vant subjects.  

During 2015, three presen-
tations have taken place 
within the framework of 
that series. 
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A tribute to Professor 
Francisco A. Muñoz   
during the Series 
"Readings for Peace". 

The Institute of Peace and 
Conflicts Research (IPAZ), 
the Euro-Arab Foundation 
and the Publishing House 
of the University of Gra-
nada (EUG) organized on 
February, 9, an event titled 
“The Imperfect Peace” as a 
tribute to the Professor and 
Researcher Francisco A. 
Muñoz. 

The event, part of the Se-
ries “Readings for Peace”, 
was attended by Maria Isa-
bel Cabrera, Director of 
the EUG; Inmaculada Mar-
rero Rocha, Executive Sec-
retary of the Euro-Arab 
Foundation; Maria Jose 
Cano Perez, Director of 
the IPAZ; Beatriz Molina 
Rueda, Main Researcher of 
the IPAZ Research Group; 
and, Juan Manuel Jimenez 
Arenas, Researcher at the 
IPAZ . 

Readings for Peace pays Tribute to 
Professor Francisco Muñoz 
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Presentation of  The Desert Postman 

The Desert Postman, writ-
ten by Antonio Funes 
Delgado, was presented at 
the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion on October, 28.   

The book is edited among 
Per ip ec i a  Co l l e c t i o n , 
DAURO Publishing Com-
pany. During the presenta-
tion, the author, Antonio 
Funes Delgado, presented 
his recent book, a publica-
tion that shows part of the 
history of the Sahrawi peo-
ple for whom the author has 
a great deal of respect and 
admiration as a result of his 
personal experiences lived in 
the Sahara.   

The Author 

Antonio Funes Delgado was 
born in Alpujarra, the part 
belonging to Granada. Later 
on, he moved to Barcelona 
where he started working as 
a customs officer. Funes 
Delgado has gained several 
literary prizes. As well, he is 
the author of a number of 
publications, such as Con-

quering Distances and Time’s 
Vision, in which he presents 
the rural life at Alpujarra, its 
people and places, remem-
bering past times and relat-
ing them to the present. 

The Work 

The Desert Postman is a story 
based on real events which 
tackles the themes of love 
and heartbreaks, loyalty and 
rebellion, friendship and 
betrayal, letters written on 
the sand which would not be 
erased, not even by wind. 
A soldier within the desert. 
A story of love and passion 
trapped within an eternal 
springtime. It is about Sah-
rawi people who fight for 
their freedom while drench-
ing their wounds in the chlo-
roform of hope to return 
back to their former home-
land. Is it possible for some-
body to be a prisoner within 
the immensity of one’s own 
desert? 
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The Euro-Arab Founda-
tion presented on Decem-
ber, 9, The Arab Spring 
Revisited. Reconfiguration 
of Authoritarianism and 
Reshuffle of Islamism, a 
book written by various 
authors and edited by Pro-
fessor Ignacio Alvarez-
Ossorio.  

The book analyzes the 
changes which the Arab 
world has been experiencing 
since the beginning of the 
Arab Spring up to the pre-
sent. The presentation was 
attended by Ignacio Alvarez-
Ossorio, Professor at the 
University of Alicante, as 
well as by two other Profes-
sors from the University of 
Granada, Guadalupe Marti-
nez and Rafael Ortega, the 
later also being Deputy Sec-
retary of the Euro-Arab 
Foundation. The presenta-
tion was done by Carmelo 
Perez Beltran, Director of 
the Department of Semitic 
Studies at the University of 
Granada. The book is publis-
hed by Thomson Reuters 
Aranzadi Publishing House 
and includes a preface writ-

Presentation of  The Arab Spring Revisited 

ten by Bernabe Lopez Gar-
cia. It tackles the outbreak of 
the Arab Spring, which 
aroused an unusual interest 
among the public opinion 
and the academic commu-
nity. The Arab Spring Revisited 
focuses on two main aspects 
considered fundamental for a 
good understanding of the 
dilemma of current Arab 
politics: the reconfiguration 
of the authoritarianism regis-
tered in some countries and 
the reshuffle of Islamism, 
being fragmented between 
Muslim-democrats, Salafists 
and jihadists. It also ad-
dresses two peripheral case 
studies, as are the cases of 
Turkey and Palestine, which 
are considered of great rele-
vance as the Turkish AKP 
government is judged by 
several as a model to be fol-
lowed. By turn, the Palestin-
ian activism model has con-
verted into a reference for 
the whole Arab civil society. 

.  



 65 

  

CINEMA 
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VI Andalusian Audiovisual Exhibition in Granada 

The Andalusian Audiovisual 
Exhibition offers the public an 
interesting program through its 
different editions which take 
place at the Euro-Arab Founda-
tion.  

The current Exhibition is the third 
edition to be held at the Euro-Arab 
Foundation. It comes as an initia-
tive of the Andalusian Audiovisual 
Foundation, the Euro-Arab Foun-
dation for Higher Studies, the Con-
temporary Culture Centre, the Fac-
ulty of Communication and Docu-
mentation of the University of 
Granada and the Andalusia Film 
Library. 

The Exhibition took place from 
October, 2014, to March, 2015. A 
total of 16 sessions were offered to 
the public of Granada on a free 
entrance basis.  

There is no doubt that the exhibi-
tion offered a good opportunity to 
visualize high quality movies, some 
of which were honored at national 
and international festivals.   
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The Euro-Arab Foundation celebrated on April, 
21-22, the 19th Edition of the Video Festival 
“inCINEración”. 
 
Once more, the Video Independent Festival, di-
rected by the artist Julio Juste, opens its doors to the 
public showing the new productions that take place 
both in Granada and all Andalusia.   

 

  Video Independent 
Festival 

“Bernarda Alba in Palestine”  
by Cristina Andreu Cuevas   

The documental movie “Bernarda Alba in Palestine” was 
shown on May, 5, at the Euro-Arab Foundation.  

The documental was produced in 2014 and was directed by 
Cristina Andreu Cuevas. After its screening, a colloquium was 
held by Eva Chaves, Professor of Spanish Language at the 
University of Belen and also producer of the documental.  

“Bernarda Alba in Palestine” was selected in several festivals. 
At the beginning, the play was inaugurated in the Campus of 
Belen, within the framework of the theatre week. Then, it was 
represented in East Jerusalem.  
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“VENCIDXS”  

The Euro-Arab Foundation hosted on April, 29, the docu-
mental ‘Vencidxs’ by the Basque-Bercian producer Aitor Fer-
nandez.  

Aitor Fernandez, journalist and photographer, developed a narrative 
inspired in the stories his grandfather used to tell him when he was a 
little child in the faraway village of Gestoso. 

The documental is part of the transmedia project which also in-
cludes a photographic book and a social network-web. The book is 
prefaced by the photojournalist, Sandra Balsells, and the writer, 
Manuel Rivas, identifying it as a “pure journalism: rebellious, spir-
ited and passionate” (Balsells) and as the “accomplishment of hu-
manity” (Rivas). 

The Women in Conflict Zones (MZC) NGO and the Euro-
Arab Foundation organized on May, 12, a film forum regard-
ing the issue tackled by the documental “War against 
Women” by the journalist Hernan Zin.  

The documental “War against Women” is a shocking and heart-
breaking production, in which systematic rapes are reported in 
countries such as the Democratic Republic of Congo, where sex-
ual violence is used as a war weapon and women’s bodies become 
men’s battle field. The documental includes statements of women 
who have been victims of rape crimes in different war conflicts, 
such as in Serbia, Uganda or Rwanda, and who have had to suffer 
in silence the horrors, disdain and abuses of those crimes.  

“Women’s War”  
by Hernan Zin  
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The 9th Edition of the Cinema Festival of Granada, Cines del Sur, took 
place on June, 8-14 . The edition offered 36 movies, 10 of which were 
competing. The movies gathered around twenty nationalities, with a 
major prominence to the section dedicated to the Amazigh movies.  

Among its program, the 9th edition highlighted the African, Asian and South 
American movies. Those were screened in different places: Isabel la Catolica 
theatre, Conference centre, Plaza de las Pasiegas, Corral del Carbon, Euro-
Arab Foundation, Condes de Gabia and Sala la Bombonera.  

The Euro-Arab Foundation, being one of the Festival’s spaces, viewed at its 
headquarters productions of Amazigh movies as well as documental movies 
from other nationalities.  

 9th Edition of  CINES DEL SUR Cinema Festival  
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Remembering Edward Said “Selves & Others” 

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of Edward Said’ birth, the 
Euro-Arab Foundation hosted at its headquarters an event organized 
by the Foundation Barenboim-Said of the Regional Government of 
Andalusia on October, 27. 

The event included the screening of the documental “Selves and Others” 
and a speech by Mariam Said, Edward Said’s widower, in which participated 
the conductor Daniel Barenboim, awarded the Prince of Asturias Concord 
Prize 2002 together with Edward Said. 

The documental, directed by Emmanuel Hamon and produced by Salem 
Brahimi, was recorded shortly before the death of the Palestinian intellectual 
Edward Said. It offers a comprehensive view of his latest reflections.  
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