Published on Euro-Arab Foundation for Higher Studies (https://www.fundea.org)

newsThe Euroarab Foundation holds the first International Forum
on Euro-Amazigh Research

05 Nov 2015

With the aim to raise awareness about the role that Amazigh people had on the history and
civilization of the Iberian Peninsula, this first edition of the Euro-Amazigh Forum will be held in
Granada, on 5 and 6 November, under the title "Constribution of the Amazighs to the history and civilization of
Al-Andalus".

The Forum, part of the International Chair in Amazigh Culture, will feature the participation of relevant specialist
from Algeria, France, Morocco, Portugal, Spain and the United States. This event, organized by the Euro-Arab
Foundation and the Foundation Docteur Leila Mezia and with the collaboration of the French Alliance in Granada,
seeks to set up a common space for meeting and dialogue between researchers and institutions, leading to
create telematic networks to work jointly on the area of Amazigh culture.

The Forum is structured on the basis of seven themes: Influence and contributions of the Amazighs on the
European civilization in the pre-Islamic period; arrival and settlement in the Iberian Peninsula, political history of
the Amazighs in Al-Andalus; legacy and cultural heritage in al-Andalus; social history of the Amazighs in the
Iberian Peninsula; reviewing the Berbers in the history of Al-Andalus; the Berbers in the historical novels about Al-
Andalus.

Among the targets of the Forum, we would like to highlight the intention of setting up a space for
contact between researchers and institutions that leads to the creation of networks, facilitating them
joint work and collaboration on this field.

The first historical references that point out the existence of economic, cultural, social and political ties
between the Amazighs and the European and Mediterranean peoples (Iberians, Phoenicians, Celts,
Greeks, Carthaginian, Romans, etc) dates back to oldest times, and they have been mentioned by
some of the fist historians such as the Greek Herodotus, the Roman Salust, and the Berber Saint
Augustine.

In modern times, the interest of the Europeans in the Amazighs gains major importance from the XIX
century, following the first researches carried out by European explorers in the North of Africa. Thus,
scientific and academic research multiplied during the colonial period. All this has led to the creation, in
the last decades, of departments focused on Amazigh studies in several European Universities.

Nonetheless, still we find that this people and its relevant contributions for the Euro-Mediterranean
civilizations is often not very well known in Spain. For centuries, the Amazighs have contributed to the
basis of an Islamic civilization in the Iberian Peninsula; leaving their mark in all the spheres of the
history of AFAndalus, such as values, arts, science, law and tradition, socio-political and economic
organization, architecture, toponymy, monuments, among others.

International Forum on Euro-Amazigh Reasearch
"Constribution of the Amazighs to the history and civilization of Al-Andalus"

o Date: 5 and 6 November.
¢ Place: Granada. Euro-Arab Foundation of Higher Studies.
¢ Working languages: Spanish, French, English, Arabic.

Credits ECTS: The Euro-Arab Foundation has request ECTS credits for undergraduate students and
elective credits for degrees in extinction. The approval depends on the regulation of each faculty.

¢ Inscription: Registration deadline is on 3 November 2015.

* Price: 10 €
¢ Please find detailed information on our website: www.fundea.org [1]
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