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Equality and the fight against gender discrimination is a fundamental issue in
contemporary societies.

In both the West and the East, this issue remains a pending universal ideal that transcends all
cultural and social particularities.

This issue crystallizes all current tensions such as modernity, traditions, human rights, universal
values, relations of social domination and the global repercussions of geopolitics.

Within this post-globalized modernity and even within the most economically and democratically advanced
societies, various manifestations of a culture of discrimination against women with different expressions of
domination, exploitation and violence are revealed.

Certainly, the emancipation of women, their freedom and the social metamorphoses experienced
during the last half century are great achievements.  They bear witness to the evolution and maturity
of human civilization, which has become aware of the effective role and legitimate rights of women in
social dynamics.

However, despite this undeniable awareness of women's rights as human rights that they are, there is
a certain "resistance" of mentalities, cultures and ideologies, which means that, to varying degrees,
gender inequality remains evident, regardless of the socio-economic and socio-cultural level of society.

The feminization of precarious work and poverty, armed conflicts, political inequality and cultural and religious
patriarchy are all forms of discrimination and universal violence against women.

It is essential to appreciate and analyze the different manifestations of the gender question in particular
contexts, so that we do not fall into universal abstractions and theories without a concrete content.  This will
allow us to propose realistic alternatives from a humanist, egalitarian, truly universal and contextualized point of
view. 

OBJECTIVES
1)  Acquaint those interested in the activities of the Chair with the complexity and
diversity of the problem of gender equality in contemporary societies.

2)  Provide them with knowledge about the different Western feminist theories and
those of the Arab world.

3) Provide a frame of reference for the theoretical study of basic concepts such as
gender differences, power relations or cultural discourses that maintain the status quo
of inequality and discrimination.

4) Convey concepts and tools for understanding and analysing current changes in
Western and Arab societies.

5) Train students and young researchers in the basic elements of the feminist and
reformist approach to the study of religions.

APPROACHES 
This Chair aims to offer a pedagogical perspective with a broad multidisciplinary approach based
on:

A diverse knowledge focused on different fields: history, sociology, law, study of
religion, art, literature ...
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A multidisciplinary analysis of the construction of identities and gender differences.

A focus on intersectionality in the fight against gender discrimination and inequality.

Postcolonial analysis of feminist struggles.

The advance of the universalist feminist discourse addressed in all fields of thought.

The use of common concepts to formulate gender-specific questions.

Holder of the Gender Studies Chair at the Euro-Arab Foundation

ASMA LAMRABET

- Interview to Asma Lamrabet [2] (only available in Spanish)

Born in Rabat (Morocco). Committed for several years to the study and reflection on the theme of
women in Islam, Asma Lamrabet has given many lectures on this subject throughout the world.
Her work focuses essentially on the re-reading of sacred texts from a reformist perspective.

From 2004 to 2007, she coordinated a research and reflection group on Muslim women and intercultural
dialogue in Rabat (Morocco). From 2008 to 2010, she was appointed president of GIERFI (International Study
and Reflection Group on Women and Islam), based in Barcelona. From 2011 to March 2018 she directed the
Centre for Women's Studies in Islam within the religious institution Rabita Mohammadia in Morocco. She is
member of the international network Musawah (Malaysia), as well as of the board of the Three Cultures
Foundation in Seville (Spain). 

Asma Lamrabet has also written several books and articles on Islam and women, among others:

"Musulmane tout simplement", éditions Tawhid France.
"Aïcha, épouse du prophète ou l’islam au féminin" Tawhid France. 
"Québécois et musulmans main dans la main pour la paix", coauteure d'un ouvrage collectif publié
aux éditions Lantcôt, Quebec, Canada.
" Le Coran et les femmes : une lecture de libération" Tawhid France. 
"Femmes-Islam-Occident: chemins vers l'universel" Editions La croisée des chemins en Marruecos
et Séguier-Atlantica, France.
"Femmes et hommes dans le Coran: quelle égalité?" Editions al-Bouraq Paris France, published
in Mars 2012.  Arab Woman Award 2013 in social science category.
“Les femmes et l’Islam : une vision réformiste", série “Valeurs d’Islam”, Paris , Fondation pour
l’innovation politique 2015 ;
“Men in Charge ?” Collectif, Oneworld, Londres 2015 ;
“Women in the Qur’an : an emancipatory Reading”, Markfield (UK) , Kube Publishing 2016.
" Femmes et Religions; points de vue de Femmes du Maroc"; Collectif, de Hakima Lebbar, 2014,
Editions La Croisée des Chemins.
« Croyantes et féministes, un autre regard sur les religions » aux Editions La croisée des
Chemins Casablanca.
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« Islam et femmes : les questions qui fâchent » aux éditions En toute lettres, Casablanca. Grand
Atlas Award 2017.
" L'héritage des femmes": étude multidisciplinaire, Collectif, de Siham Benchekroun, Empreintes,
Casablanca 2017.

Asma Lamrabet is currently working as a haematologist at the Avicenna Hospital in Rabat. She
practiced for several years (from 1995 to 2003) as a volunteer doctor in public hospitals in Spain
and Latin America, particularly in Santiago de Chile and Mexico.
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