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The International Conference "Debates on Imperfect Peace" aims at contributing to debate and
dialogue on one of the most fruitful concepts developed in the field of peace recently: 'Imperfect
Peace', coined by the historian, academic and researcher Francisco A. Muioz Muioz.

In the course of expounding his theory of 'Imperfect Peace', Francisco A. Mufioz addresses the main concepts
and ideas in the field of peace, doing so within the framework of major ontological and epistemological shifts. The
ontological shift reveals a humane, paradoxical and capable being, stripped of essences: the human being is
neither violent nor peaceful by nature and possesses abilities to manage conflicts both peacefully and violently.
Thus, essences give way and yield to characteristics. Human beings are historical, contingent and changeable.
Regarding the epistemological shift, if what we are concerned with is peace, we ought to research peace, turn it
into a category for analysis in its own right, and tackle it from a transdisciplinary approach.

Thus, a matrix arises with five linked referents:

¢ A positive, open, subtle and dialogical consideration of conflicts, seeing them as a difference in projects
and nuances between different human entities.

¢ The imperfect and systemic peace: unfinished, in continuous construction, responsibility of all of us,
evolving and paradoxical as it lives along with violence.

¢ Criticism of violence: This turn should let us situate peace in the center of our concerns, practices and
researches, without forgetting violence.

¢ The importance of mediation as topos, places and as a word enriched by its dialogical quality.
¢ Power and pacifist empowerment. A pacifist and pacific conception of power present in all human beings.

For more information about the Conference, please check:
[1] http://www.ugr.es/~pazimperfecta/ [2]

[3]
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[1] http://El objetivo de este Congreso es contribuir desde el debate y el didlogo al desarrollo de uno de los
conceptos mas fructiferos que se han generado desde la Investigacién para la Paz en los Ultimos afios: la Paz
Imperfecta, acufiado por el historiador, académico e investigador Francisco A. Mufioz Mufioz. A través del
desarrollo del concepto de Paz Imperfecta, Francisco A. Mufioz aborda los principales conceptos de la
investigacién para la paz, y lo hace bajo ese enorme paraguas que es el giro ontoldgico y el giro epistemoldgico.
El primero, nos revela a un ser humano humanizado, paraddjico, capaz, despojado de esencias: el ser humano
no es ni violento ni pacifico por naturaleza, posee capacidades para la gestién pacffica y violenta de los
conflictos... Por tanto, las esencias dejan paso a las caracteristicas. Los seres humanos hemos sido y somos
histéricos, contingentes y mutables. Respecto a la segunda, silo que nos preocupa es la paz, investiguemos la
paz, convirtdmosla en una categoria de andlisis y abordémosla desde una perspectiva transdisciplinar. Toda la
informacién sobre el Congreso se puede consultar en: http://www.ugr.es/~pazimperfecta/
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